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Columbia City Elementary 

Learning Shares

1st grade - Growing as Researchers: Amazing Bird Bodies

2nd grade - Researching and Providing for Pollinators

5th grade - Genius Hour/Passion Projects
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St. Helens High School students from the Renovation and

Remodeling class work on installing backsplash, tile and grout!



Teddy Bear Picnic
Lewis & Clark Elementary

Kindergarten students at Lewis & Clark
Elementary, along with their teddy bears, enjoyed

a picnic on the lawn.



The wellness team at St. Helens

High School wanted to update the

cabinets in the staff room to make

a more calming and relaxing space

for staff.  Student, Konnor Saul,

helped paint the cabinet doors as

part of a special project to learn

more about refinishing cabinets.

Before

After



Field Day at  Lewis & Clark Elementary



Get in touch now for pricing & information  info@realestate.info

Oregon

Zoo

field

trip!

Students from Lewis & Clark
Elementary took a field trip

to the Oregon Zoo.



Rylee Marks

ELKS TEEN OF THE MONTH
St. Helens High School is pleased to announce that Rylee Marks has been selected as the Elks Teen of the Month

for May. Rylee is a great all-around young person who is not only a great student but she is also a great citizen and

community member. When it was announced that Rylee has been selected as the Elks Teen she said, “I am very

honored and proud to be selected for May’s Elks Teen of the Month. I am really proud to be a part of such an

outstanding group of students. I am very excited and surprised!”

 

Rylee is a great student and citizen at our school. Her band instructor, Noelle Freshner talked about what a hard

worker she is and how she is an “Awesome friend” to have. Another teacher, Chelsa Anderson talked about, “How

thoughtful she is and how she takes tremendous pride in her work.” Rylee has done nothing but impress everyone

she works with and talks too. It is her kindness and hard work that set her apart from so many other people. Rylee

truly is a person that others look up to and aspire to be like. Without people like Rylee school can be a rather cold

and uninviting place, Rylee changes all of that.

 

Rylee has been involved in a variety of activities her four years of high school. The main two activities she was

involved in are leadership and band. In leadership, she performed a wide variety of assignments but it was this year

as Secretary that she really performed, she was instrumental in the success of two American Red Cross Blood

drives which collected enough blood to save up to 300 lives. In band, she was equally important playing flute in

marching band, pep band, and wind ensemble. She was also a section leader for the band for the past three years

and according to her, it has been a, “Very rewarding experience.”

 

Once Rylee graduates, she is planning on attending Oregon State University’s Honor College and majoring in

Chemical Engineering. She would like to get a job as a chemical engineer in the Portland area but also is looking

forward to traveling and doing work all across the country.

 

Rylee feels her best quality is her caring nature. She says, “I love helping people and animals. It’s so rewarding to

be able to give back to others and it benefits everyone whether they are helping or receiving help which I think

makes it an important quality that many people should have.”

May 

recipient



ELKS TEEN OF THE MONTH

 

St. Helens High School is pleased to announce that Sam Shiel has been selected as the

Elks Teen of the Month for June. Sam is an outstanding student, person, and citizen here

at St. Helens High School. When notified that he had been selected he said, “It is an honor

being chosen for this award”.

 

Sam is a great young man. He is soft-spoken but not quiet and has quite a presence in a

classroom. Sam never backs away from a challenge and is always ready with a clever

comment or  remark. The thing that really sets Sam apart from others is his sense of

humor to go along with his intellect. There are a lot of students who are hard workers and

take things seriously but do not find near enough time to have some fun along the way.

Sam does it all. In class, he could be very serious and engaged in what was going on and

then later he would find the time to poke some fun at the teacher that was respectful and

clever. Not many students can pull all of that off, but Sam is really good at it. That is not

to say that Sam is not a hard worker, he is, and he is also driven to do the best he can and

to make a difference in a classroom or on a project. A good example of that is his

involvement in the Robotics team where he is the fabrication team leader. You do not

become that unless people believe in you and what you have to offer the team.

 

Sam is planning on attending Portland State University Honors College next year and

majoring in mechanical engineering. This makes even more sense when he describes his

hobbies and interests as listening to music, hanging out with friends and family and

BUILDING ROBOTS!

 

Sam says his best quality is his ability to listen and accept others. “This is due to my time

as the fabrication lead on the robotics team where those two qualities are essential to

being an effective leader”.

Sam Shiel

June

recipient



Les
Schwab

Tire-Less
Teacher

DONNA RETHATI

Donna Rethati works at the St. Helens School District

office and has been instrumental in keeping us in line and

on track with the State of Oregon for years. Donna strives

to stay on top of all the state laws and regulations, then

passes along any changes to the rest of the district. She

spends time not only training those of us who administer

the actual testing but spends an enormous amount of time

working with the teachers individually helping us to

understand and perform the required functions. She treats

everyone with professionalism and courtesy. Donna is kind

and respectful and a pure joy to work with.



Ahoy

Matties....

It’s time to

set sail into

summer! 

But...arrrrr

I’ll miss ye

lads and

lassies!

Pirate Day at 

McBride Elementary



Current progress at St. Helens Middle School


